
 The Friends of the Nipomo Library Board’s next meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, June 8, at 2pm. The meeting will be held in the Community Room 

at the library, 918 W. Tefft St., Nipomo. The public is always welcome.

A generous check for $500 was presented last month to 
the Friends of the Nipomo Library by the Nipomo Lions 
Club.
 Diane Jankowski, a member of the Lions Club Charity 
Committee, noted that the group had been unable to 
fundraise the past two years but this year hosted two 
successful golf tournaments to raise funds for local causes.
 “We have donated in the past to the Friends and 
thought it would be 
good to go back and 
donate again,” she said. 
“We like to keep our 
donations local and 
keep the money in the 
community.”

Thank you, Nipomo Lions!

Heidi LoCascio
Library Branch Manager

Book sale success

FONL President Susan Gillespie 
accepts donation from Diane 
Jankowski, Nipomo Lions Club

June 2022
FRIENDS OF THE NIPOMO LIBRARY MONTHLY NEWSLETTER                             

Across the country the problem of people experi-
encing joblessness or homelessness is growing, and 
libraries are a safe, welcoming, and warm or cool place 
to spend the day. As a result, librarians are seeing 
more and more people coming into the library need-
ing social service resources that they are unable to 
provide. That is why the County of San Luis Obispo 
Public Libraries is partnering with Transitions Mental 
Health Association (TMHA) to provide a new ser-
vice for people using the library that may have needs 
for social services. It is called the Library Outreach 
Team and consists of a half-time social worker and 
a full-time case worker. These trained professionals 
are available to connect with people in need of hous-
ing, clothing, physical health, mental health, or food 
programs, to name a few. These connections are made 
by speaking directly to the team when they are at 
the library, by library staff identifying someone who 
seems to be struggling and asking the team to reach 
out, or by using a self-referral form.  Self-referral forms 
are available at the library to fill out and drop into the 
secure blue box. 
 At the present time the TMHA van and the Library 
Outreach Team make regular visits to the San Luis 
Obispo Library on Tuesday mornings, Atascadero 
Library on Wednesday mornings, and Arroyo Grande 
Library on Thursday mornings. You can meet with the 
team on one of their regularly scheduled stops, by 
using the self-referral forms at your local library, or by 
calling 805-540-0057 to schedule an appointment. 
These services are provided for free.

 On another note, summer is just around the 
corner, and it is time to start the Summer Reading 
Challenge for 2022—for the complete story, see page 
2. Happy reading and see you at the library!

The unseasonably warm spring day didn’t deter deter-
mined bibliophiles and bargain hunters from the FONL 
book sale May 14, which netted $940, reports FONL 
Treasurer Bill Palmer.
 The quarterly sale was held outdoors and featured 
a great selection of fiction, nonfiction, children’s books, 
DVDs, CDs, and puzzles. All Friends members received 
two free tickets upon entering, each ticket good for one 
fiction, nonfiction, or paperback book.
 New to the sale was a special table of collectible 
books that in the past would have been sold on Amazon.
 The next book sale is set for August 13.

Contact us at info@friendsofnipomolibrary. org  



We’re CRAZY for quilts!

Summer Reading Challenge launches June 1
Nothing  says “summer” like camping and other off-the-
beaten-path adventures.
 With this in mind, your 
library invites you to Read 
Beyond the Beaten Path, 
this year’s Summer Reading 
Challenge theme. Patrons 
of all ages are invited to 
read—and earn incentives, 
explore, and discover.
 The challenge is for 
adults and children to 
collectively read one million 
minutes countywide. The 
program begins June 1 and 
runs through July 31. Adults and children can register online 
through the library website (www.slolibrary.org) to log 
your reading minutes, or you can track them on your own. 
 For children the goal is to read 600 minutes (10 hours) 
to earn a book bag and a free book. The bag and book can 

be picked up from your local library. Children who are 
registered online and are logging reading minutes have 

opportunities to win extra 
prizes.
 For adults, when you 
have completed reading for 
600 minutes (10 hours), you 
may fill out a raffle ticket 
at the library for a chance 
to win one of the following 
prizes: two-person tent, 
camp chair, soft-sided cooler, 
free-standing hammock, pic-
nic blanket, Bluetooth speak-
er/lantern combo, happy 

camper bundle (two mugs, two carabiners, a book and 
a puzzle book), or a handmade quilt (see below*).  For 
each subsequent 600 minutes of reading time, adults 
may fill out another raffle ticket.
 

Wednesday mornings
10:30am

For all children ages 0–5

Free lunches for all children ages 0–18 
will again be served at the Nipomo 
Library for nine weeks, June 14–August 
12. Lunches will be served Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays between 
the hours of noon and 1pm.

Attendance is growing and Storytime 
is a hit at Nipomo Library, reports 
Branch Manager Heidi LoCascio. She 
invites you and your little ones to join 
her each Wednesday morning for sto-
ries, music, rhymes, and much more.
 Research has shown that reading 
aloud to babies and children is one of 
the keys to their becoming successful 
learners and lifelong readers. Story-
time offers a great opportunity for 
youngsters to learn to focus and con-
centrate; it stimulates their imagina-
tion and expands their understanding 
of the world and other cultures. Don’t 
miss this wonderful opportunity to 
enrich young minds—and make new 
friends!

 Another reason for adults to participate in the 
Summer Reading Challenge—a BIG one—is a 
chance to win one of five absolutely gorgeous quilts 
hand-made and donated by members of the Olde 
Towne Quilters of Nipomo. Stop by the library for 
details on raffle tickets.
 A huge thank-you to this guild for your support 
of the Nipomo Library!

Summer Lunch 
Program Returns



Join the interactive music group Birdie this month for a 
family concert at the library, part of our live summer con-
cert series and 2022 Summer Reading Program.
 Birdie is music for the kid in everyone! This fun group 
blends catchy melodies, positive lyrics and pleasing har-
monies into a dancing, fun experience for all! The music is 
performed live and everyone will be on their feet moving 
and singing! This event is sponsored by the Foundation for 
SLO Public Libraries.
 Next in our Summer Concert Series: Ms. Nathalia, on 
July 20 from 11am–noon, sponsored by the Friends of the 
Nipomo Library. Watch for details in the next issue!

Ground was broken on May 14 and the following week 
construction began on the new Nipomo Skate Park adja-
cent to the library in Nipomo Community Park. The proj-
ect, which started with a fundraising campaign in 2016 
by a group of energetic Mesa Middle School students, is 
expected to wrap up in November.
 When completed, the 10,000-square-foot facility will 
include three quarter-pipes, two bowls, and many other 
features as well as picnic tables, prefab restrooms, and 
its own parking lot. Orchard Road will be extended past 
West Tefft St. to become the new entrance to that side of 
the park.

Wednesday, June 29      11am–12 noon

Birdie!
TRILOGY
ART GROUP
EXHIBIT
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FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT
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JUNE 1 – 30, 2022

UPDATE
Nipomo Skate Park

NIPOMO LIBRARY
918 W. TEFFT ST., NIPOMO, CA
TUE & WED 10–6, THURS 9–5, FRI & SAT 10–5

Art at the Library
Art-loving library-goers are in for a real treat this 
month—the Trilogy Art Group will be exhibiting in our 
Community Room. Better yet, the artwork is for sale and a 
portion of proceeds benefit the Friends!
 A total of 15 artists will have paintings, photographs, 
mixed media, and digital art as well as ceramics and shell 
art on display, according to Chris Dempsey, TAG exhib-
it committee member. Twenty percent of the proceeds 
from sales will benefit FONL. This is the first time in three 
years the group has been able to exhibit. “We’re happy to 
contribute to a worthy cause in a way that lets the com-
munity see our work,” she added.



Spread the word about FONL and what’s happening at your Nipomo 
Library by forwarding this newsletter to a friend…or two!

The Nipomo Library is located at:
918 W. Tefft St., Nipomo 93444
Branch Manager: Heidi LoCascio

Information: 805-929-3994

Hours:
Tuesday 10am–6pm

Wednesday 10am–6pm
Thursday 9am–5pm

Friday 10am–5pm
Saturday 10am–5pm

www.slolibrary.org 

2022 Board of Directors

Susan Gillespie, President
Nancy Brown, Recording Secretary

William Palmer, Treasurer
Linda Short, Past President

Kathleen Bonner
Angela Braun

Susan Galluzzo
Priscilla Gruenewald
Merril Lynn Schalla

Don’t forget to

VOTE
JUNE 7

Planning to 
vote by mail but 
running short 
on time? There’s 
an official Vote-
by-Mail Ballot 

Drop Box conveniently 
located inside the Nipomo 

Library, ready to receive 
your ballot during open hours. Please 
note: The drop box outside the library 
is NOT for ballots.

There are more public libraries than Starbucks in the U.S.—a total of 17,566 including 
branches. Nearly 100% of them — including Nipomo Library — provide free Wi-Fi 
and have no-fee access to computers. (Source: American Library Association)

Did you 
KNOW

on or before

q New Member   q Renewal

q Individual ($10)

q Family ($25)

q Business ($40)

q Contributor ($50)

q Sponsor ($100)

q Patron ($250)

q Benefactor ($500)

  Dues Amount:            __________

  Additional Donation: _________

  Total:                         ____________

Please make checks payable to “Friends of the Nipomo Library” and mail to 
Friends of the Nipomo Library, P.O. Box 1330, Nipomo, CA 93444-1330.
Our membership is January–December; FONL is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.

Date: _____________Name: _____________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________

City:______________________________________ State: ___________________

Zip:_________________________ Phone: _______________________________

Email:______________________________________________________________
Will only be used for FONL-related mailings

I would like to volunteer at the Nipomo Library:
q  Serve on the Board 
q Help at book sales
q Work on a special project 
q Work on community outreach
q Design flyers 

q Work on fundraising programs
q Help write grant proposals 
q Work at kids’ story time or events
q Help with book donations
q Other: _________________________


